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REMARKS 

Applicant has considered the outstanding official 
action. It is respectfully submitted that all the claims are 
in condition for allowance as set forth below . 

A certified copy of Great Britain Patent Application 
No. 0223479.7 filed October 9, 2002 is being submitted here- 
with. Applicant claims priority of this application under the 
provisions of 35 U.S.C. §119, more explicitly set forth at 37 
C.F.R. §1.55. 

It is initially noted that claim 3 as to "card 
hopper" and claim 4 as to "in-feed hopper" have been amended 
to read "input hopper" to provide antecedent basis. Accord- 
ingly, the amendment is as to form, not substance. 

Claims 3, 5 and 6 are objected to as being dependent 
on a rejected base claim, but are stated to be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form. 

Amended claim 3 is claim 3/1 rewritten in independ- 
ent form. Claim 3/2 is rewritten as claim 7. Claim 5 has 
been amended to be placed in independent foinm. Claim 6 is 
dependent on claim 5. Accordingly, formal allowance of claims 
3, 5, 6 and 7 is requested. 

The sole rejection is of claims 1, 2 and 4 under 35 
U.S.C. §102(e) over U.S. Patent Appln. Pub. No, 2003/0155419 
Al (Bretl '419) . Applicant respectfully traverses the rejec- 
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tion. 

Applicant's claimed invention is directed to a card 
printing apparatus having an input hopper for cards which is 
configured so that the lowermost card in the stack is horizon- 
tal or substantially horizontal and, when the cards are 
stacked in the input hopper, the stack is inclined to vertical 
by at least 10*^. The claimed inclination has the effect of 
reducing the direct downward pressure on the lowermost card in 
the stack to enable the card to be more simply and reliably 
separated from the card above it upon feeding of the cards 
from the stack. This overcomes the sticking together of the 
cards and the need to pretreat the cards to reduce friction, 
which pretreatment is both expensive and can interfere with 
printing on the cards. Bretl '419 does not teach or suggest 
an input hopper which holds cards so that the lowermost card 
is horizontal or substantially horizontal and is inclined to 
vertical by at least 10° as claimed. 

More specifically, Bretl '419 is directed to a 
machine which produces what is called a "card package" which 
is something card issuers need in order to send cards to their 
customers. The machine, however, is not a card printing 
apparatus. Cards which are already printed, and magnetically 
encoded or have a chip or the like, are dumped into feed 
hoppers from which they are extracted, checked, and then 
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forwarded to constitute components of the packages that the 
machine produces. Continuous stationery is fed from an 
appropriate stack and, when the machine is working properly, 
cards are removed one-by-one from the card hoppers, the 
continuous stationery removed from the stack and the card{s) 
and a section of the stationery combined to form a final 
package which appears in an outlet hopper 84 . The cards are 
checked before they are put in the package for dispatch. This 
checking involves running the cards through a number of reader 
stations, but there is no teaching or suggestion that the 
cards are processed in any way other than having their details 
read and, if satisfactory, putting them into some sort of 
mailer structure. The printed cards do emerge in the outlet, 
but only in an appropriate mailer ready for dispatch to the 
card issuing company's customer. While the machinery 
described in Bretl '419 does include a printer, such is 
described simply as "carrier printer 34". This no doubt 
prints something on the blank carrier forms which come from 
the burster 36, but does not print anything on the cards. 

The card hoppers of Bretl '416 are inclined to the 
horizontal. No description is provided in Bretl *416 as to 
the placement of the hoppers. The inclined hoppers are shown 
in Figures 6 and 14. At the bottom left, machinery is shown 
which acts to remove cards one-by-one from the base of the 
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stack of cards 48 in the hopper. As indicated by the arrows 
in Figure 6, and by the perspective view in Figure 14, indi- 
vidual cards 48 are extracted from the bottom of the hopper 
and then drop across a plate 128 onto a carrier table or 
conveyor where they are moved along to the left as shown in 
Figure 14. As shown in the figures, the hopper is not verti- 
cal, but inclined and accordingly the bottommost card in the 
hopper is inclined, not horizontal or substantially horizon- 
tal, and based on the disclosure, the card does not need to be 
horizontal or substantially horizontal. Extraction of the 
card is by a mechanical mechanism as described in detail, and 
each pre-printed pre-encoded card then drops onto the plate 
and the card conveyor for subsequent checking and, if okay, 
put into a printed mailing unit. 

Thus, Bretl '416 does not teach each and every 
element of applicant's claimed invention within the meaning of 
35 U.S.C. §102. The apparatus is not a card printing appara- 
tus and the input hopper is not configured in an inclined 
position with the lowermost card in the stack being horizontal 
or substantially horizontal. Accordingly, applicant respect- 
fully submits that Bretl '416 does not anticipate claims 1, 2 
and 4 under §102. Withdrawal of the 35 U.S.C. §102 rejection 
is requested. 
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Reconsideration and allowance of the claims are 



respectfully urged. 



Respectfully submitted, 



CHRIS DAWSON 



By 




Mary J. Breiner, Attorney 
Registration No, 33,161 
BREINER & BREINER, L.L.C. 
115 North Henry Street 
P.O. Box 19290 

Alexandria, Virginia 22320-0290 



Telephone 703-684-6885 
Attachment - Priority Document 
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